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In this real-world Hispano-American cohort,
q6w neoadjuvant pembrolizumab showed
similar treatment completion and a non-
significantly lower pCR rate compared with
q3w. The numerically lower incidence of irAEs
suggests a potentially more favorable toxicity
profile. These findings support the feasibility of
q6w dosing in routine clinical practice.
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No statistically significant differences in pCR or 
irAEs between q3w and q6w

p=0.06

pCR rates by pembrolizumab dosing schedule (q3w vs q6w)

irAE rates by pembrolizumab schedule (q3w vs q6w)
No significant difference in grade ≥3 events (12.8% vs 0%, p=0.205)

q3w

•Among 304 patients, 232 (76.3%) received q3w and 72
(23.7%) received q6w dosing-

•Clinical stage distribution was similar.

•Use of q6w was strongly associated with public
healthcare settings (51.1% vs 0.6%, p<0.001).

•Treatment completion was comparable (75.7% q3w vs
76.4% q6w; p=0.60).

•Pembrolizumab q3w with neoadjuvant chemotherapy is 
the standard of care in early TNBC (KEYNOTE-522).

•A q6w schedule was later approved based on 
pharmacokinetic equivalence, despite no prospective 
neoadjuvant trial data.

•Adoption of q6w has increased in real-world settings, 
especially where logistic constraints exist.

•Direct comparative clinical data between q3w and q6w 
dosing remain limited.

Early TNBC patients from the PETRHA cohort receiving 
neoadjuvant chemotherapy + pembrolizumab were 
included. 

Patients were treated with either 200 mg q3w or 400 mg 
q6w dosing schedules. Main outcomes:
•Treatment completion
•Immune-related adverse events (irAEs)
•Pathologic complete response (pCR, ypT0/is ypN0)

Baseline characteristics summarized descriptively. 
Categorical variables analyzed using chi-square or Fisher’s 
exact tests (significance p < 0.05).

q6w

p=0.051
q3w

q6w

Results

Conclusion
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